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Aug 2020 Issue  

 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
Apostolates: 
 

Monthly nursing home visits have been suspended due 
to Covid 19. See info on page 2 for other ways we are 
reaching out to residents of The Estates at Lynnhurst. 

 

 
Heidi Giebel 9-4 

Br. Conrad Richardson 9-11 
Nini Milbraith 9-20 

Jeannie Kratzer 9-24 
 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

 

Initial Formation: 
Aug 28 at 7:00 PM at the home of Steve Smith 

Chapter 18 of The Franciscan Journey,  
Being Faithful.  

 

First Friday – September 4th 
at St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary 

(CDC Guidelines will be followed including masks, social 
distancing, hand sanitizers, disinfecting.) 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace 
7:00 pm 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting 8:00 pm: 
Brief business meeting and Ongoing Formation 

Sharing of favorite St. Francis quote: 
Jeannie Kratzer 

Mass Readings for Sunday, Sept 6th 

St. Clare of Assisi Light from the Cloister 
Prologue (see questions page 3) 

 

If unable to attend in person, you may join the Zoom 
Holy Hour and Fraternity Meeting 7:00-9:00pm 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2
ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

 

Sept Council Meeting: 
Sunday, Sept 13th, 7:00 – 9:00pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom16s/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnN
m12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are encouraged to attend 
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 
• Br Conrad has returned from sabbatical and is 

back at Queen of Peace Friary. 
• Br Antonio is still awaiting a visa to return to the 

US. 
• Br Paschal is having a retreat at King’s House in 

preparation for his Final Vows in October. 
• Thanks to generous donors, the food shelf is well 

stocked and serving the community two days a 
week. 

• Br John Mary enjoys his ministry at the VA 
medical center on weekends, using virtual means 
to connect with Covid patients. 

 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace  
YouTube channel. Check it out! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w
nUiPr12iZGIJA 

 

******************************** 
Franciscan Quote from August meeting, submitted 
by Karen Nelson: 
 

I entreat of you to have always before your eyes 
the Passion of our Divine Redeemer:  
it will fortify you and animate you to suffer 
courageously for Him. 

 

Karen included the Passion reading of John19. 
 

PRAYER:  
O my Jesus, May our feet journey together,  
May our hands gather in unity,  
May our hearts beat to the same rhythm,  
May our souls be in harmony,  
May our thoughts be in unison,  
May our ears listen to the silence together,  
May our glances melt in one another,  
And may our lips beg Our Heavenly Father, 
together, to obtain Mercy. Amen. 

 

******************************** 
Lynnhurst Nursing Home Apostolates News:  
 

Several in our fraternity who have volunteered to 
write letters have been paired to specific residents at 
the Estates at Lynnhurst who have requested 
correspondence. The intension is to write short 
letters to the residents once or twice a month, just to 
let them know that someone is thinking about them 
during the Covid isolation. 

Knot-tied Rosary making apostolate:  
Video tutorial for making knot-tied rosary: 
https://youtu.be/UYlBmD2_uz8 
 

Pictorial tutorial for making knot-tied rosary 
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Cord-Rosary 
 

******************************** 
Photos of August 7th meeting: 

 

 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace at St Columba 
 

 
 

Jeannie Kratzer introducing timeline of Saints Clare and Francis 
 

 
Chat box for Zoom participants 
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ONGOING FORMATION Book of Study:   
St. Clare of Assisi, Light from the Cloister.   
By:  Bret Thoman, OFS                       Cost:  $20 
 

We have 2 extra books, if anyone else is interested.  
Call, Jeannie Kratzer @ 612-406-9387 if you need 
one.  They will be brought to the September 
meeting.  John Rosensteel, and our Formation team 
(Steve Smith, Jerry Geibel, and Eileen Moore) will 
be guiding this study. 
 

******************************** 
Study Questions for September 2020:  
Prologue “Her Name Shall Be ‘Light’” (p.1-11) 
 

Coming Up: In the prologue, the first character 
introduced to us is a wealthy noblewoman named 
Ortulana, and she makes her way to the cathedral in 
Assisi. The rest of the town has gathered there as 
well to attend a farewell ceremony for a group going 
on pilgrimage to Rome. Ortulana is one of those 
pilgrims, and on her pilgrimage, her connection to 
St. Clare is revealed. 
 

1. What were the characteristics of Ortulana’s 
lifestyle, and what made her desire to leave it 
behind? (p.2-8) Has your faith every 
challenged you to do something similar? 
 

2. What were the risks and uncertainties that 
the pilgrims were facing at the onset of their 
journey? (p.4-5) Have you ever had to take a 
risk (or felt uncertainty) to grow closer to the 
Lord? 
 

3. How long did it take the pilgrims to reach 
Rome? (p.7) 
 

4. Who is Ortulana revealed to be? (p.9-10).  
 

******************************** 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Reading 1                                               EZ 33:7-9 
 

Thus says the LORD: 
You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the 
house of Israel; when you hear me say anything, you 
shall warn them for me. If I tell the wicked, “O wicked 
one, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak out to 
dissuade the wicked from his way, the wicked shall die 
for his guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his death. 
But if you warn the wicked, trying to turn him from his 

way, and he refuses to turn from his way, he shall die for 
his guilt, but you shall save yourself. 
 
Gospel                                             MT 18:15-20 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone.  If he listens to 
you, you have won over your brother. If he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, so that 
‘every fact may be established on the testimony of 
two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell the church.  If he refuses to listen even to 
the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or 
a tax collector.  
Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  
Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything for which they are to pray, it 
shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.  
For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
 

******************************** 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 
Gaze on Him: 
• Look on the words 
• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open 

mind 
• Let the words sink into you 
Consider Him: 
• Ponder the words 
• Think about what is being revealed in your 

heart and mind and soul 
Contemplate Him: 
• Weigh the words 
• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to 

the words and ponder that article 
Imitate Him: 
• Outpour the words; 
• Take all of this into the world with a concrete 

action which today you state aloud 
 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 
1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 
2. What is the connection between the Gospel and 

the first reading? 
3. What word or phrase stands out? 
4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 
5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 
 
 
6. What can be my action response as an 

individual? 
 
 



OFS Newsletter, August 2020  Page 4 

August Prayer requests: 
(thanking God ahead of time) 

 
• For the needs of the Franciscan Brothers of 

Peace and of their apostolates. That they will 
grow in holiness and in numbers. 

• In thanksgiving for the generosity of 
benefactors for the Food Shelf. 

• For Br Antonio as he awaits a visa so he can 
return from the Philippines to Minnesota. 

• In thanksgiving for Br Conrad’s sabbatical, his 
extended home visit, and his return to the 
Friary. 

• For Br Paschal as he prepares for his final 
vows in October. 

• In thanksgiving for our Lord’s provision in the 
elections of the new Regional Executive 
Council for Queen of Peace Region. 

• For the needs of all our fraternity members – 
especially for those unable to attend our 
meetings. 

• For unity and harmony in our fraternity during 
difficult times. 

• For wisdom for the Council in animating the 
fraternity during these times. 

• For guidance and provision for our 
Candidates and for all those who are called to 
profession in Fraternity of Mary, Queen of 
Peace of the Secular Franciscan Order. 

• For peace in our nation and in our world; for 
the conversion of souls and the renewal of 
minds. 

• For a vaccine for Covid and for life to get back 
to normal. 

• For all those suffering from the explosion in 
Lebanon. 

• For all those suffering from natural disasters. 
• For the protection of all those suffering from 

domestic and sexual abuse. 
• For the repose of the souls of our deceased 

members and loved ones. 
• For Mary and Jack Makowski as they seek to 

purchase a home in California. 

• For Marlene having cataract surgery as she 
continues to recover from knee replacement 
surgery complicated by infection. 

• Continued prayers for the needs of Norma 
who is receiving hospice services and for her 
family who are caring for her. May they be 
filled with peace and consolation. 

• For all those who are sick and suffering 
during this Covid pandemic. For healing and 
protection – especially for those in long-term 
care facilities. 

• In thanksgiving for Mary Marshall’s sister, 
Shirley, in a long-term care facility who has 
recovered from the Covid infection. 

• For Marty Madansky as he needs to move out 
of his apartment for a couple of weeks for 
renovation of the building. That he will get the 
help that he needs For peace and guidance 
for Mike Gross and for his doctors regarding 
his medical issues.  

• For healing of the chronic infection in 
Debbie’s skull and for her upcoming surgery. 
May the Lord guide all those involved in 
Debbie’s care. May she be protected from 
any complications and also be protected from 
exposure to the Covid virus and receive 
whatever services she is eligible for as she 
recuperates following her surgery.  

• For Eugene who will have to find another 
place to live by March. May the Lord provide 
a home for Eugene that meets all of his 
needs.  

• For all our friends and family members for 
whom we have promised to pray, including: 

o Steve’s daughter McKenzie  
o Scott’s uncle who is dying 
o Scott’s friends and family 
o Debbie’s family 
o Jeannie’s sister Suanne 
o Will’s nephew Luke  
o Will’s brother-in-law Bill 
o Brenda’s grand-daughter Rebecca 
o Anne’s children and grand-children 
o the birth-mother of Chuck’s nephew 

 
 


